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Minutes of a Special Meeting of Amherst Town Council 

held in Council Chambers 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 at 5:30 PM 

 
PRESENT:  Mayor Jerry Hallee 

   Deputy Mayor David March 
   Councillor Robert Angel 
   Councillor George Baker 
   Councillor Ed Chitty 

    Councillor Dale Fawthrop 
   Councillor Terry Rhindress 
   Greg Herrett, Chief Administrative Officer 
   Rebecca Purdy, Executive Assistant 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
a) Institutional Zone Amendments

Jason MacDonald, Director of Planning and Development provided a brief synopsis of 
the proposed amendments.  There were no presentations from the public, nor were 
there any written submissions. 

 
b) 76 East Pleasant Street Rezoning

Jason MacDonald, Director of Planning and Development provided a brief synopsis of 
the proposed amendments.  There were no presentations from the public, nor were 
there any written submissions. 
 

c) 3 Robie Street Rezoning
Jason MacDonald, Director of Planning and Development provided a brief synopsis of 
the proposed amendments.  Sharon and Roger Akerly, 8 Belmont Street, live directly 
behind the Knights of Columbus parking lot.  They were concerned about reuse of the 
building if the K of C sold the property in the future.  Jason MacDonald explained that the  
only uses permitted would be those uses listed in the Institutional Zone, such as 
churches and schools.  They were satisfied with this. 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Hallee called the meeting to order at 5:40 PM, following the public hearings. 
 
This special meeting was duly advertised and called to enable Council to consider a 
number of outstanding issues, as the next regular meeting of Council will be held on 
Monday, September 25, 2006. 

 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Moved by Councillor Chitty, seconded by Deputy Mayor March that the Agenda be 
amended as follows: 
 

Delete Canada Day Fireworks, item 3.7 
Add Amherst Aerospace Property as item 3.17 
Add Vandalism Concerns as item 3.18 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Moved by Councillor George Baker, seconded by Councillor Terry Rhindress to 
approve the agenda as amended. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

3. REQUESTS FOR DECISIONS 
 
3.1 Second Reading – Institutional Zone Amendments 
 

Moved by Councillor Dale Fawthrop seconded by Councillor George Baker that 
Council give second reading to By-Law P-2-3, a by-law to amend the Land Use By-
Law which will amend the permitted uses within the institutional zone.  
 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Town of Amherst 
Bylaw to amend the Land Use By-Law P-2 
P-2– 3 
 
1. This is a by-law to amend the Land Use By-Law of the Town of Amherst with respect to 

the matter of changing the permitted uses within the Institutional zone. 
 
2. Land Use By-Law is hereby amended by: 

A) adding to the list of permitted uses “Recreational Uses” and “Public Buildings” 
B) adding to section 1.0 Definitions; 

“Public Building is a building owned or used by a Federal, Provincial or 
Municipal Government.” 

C) adding section 10.1.4 Accessory Uses In the Institutional Zone  
“10.1.4 Accessory Uses In the Institutional Zone 
The occasional rental of the property to a third party is permitted for the 
following uses for a period up to 5 consecutive days. 

• bingos 
• meetings 
• dances 
• beer gardens 
• dinners 
• festivals and fairs 
• concerts 
• trade shows 
• private parties 
• retail activities” 

 
 
3.2 Second Reading – 76 East Pleasant Street Rezoning 
 

Moved by Deputy Mayor March seconded by Councillor Ed Chitty that Council 
give Second Reading to By-Law P-2-4, a by-law to amend the Land Use By-Law 
which will amend the permitted uses within the General Residential Zone as they 
pertain to property located at 76 East Pleasant Street (PID 25026626) in order to 
permit the existing trucking operation.  

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Town of Amherst 
Bylaw to amend the Land Use By-Law P-2 
P-2–4 

 
1. This is a by-law to amend the Land Use By-Law of the Town of Amherst with respect to 
 the matter of permitting the existing trucking operation on property located at 76 East 
 Pleasant Street. 
  
2. Land Use By-Law is hereby amended by: 
 

At Section 7.2.1  adding: 
 
“(l)  Existing trucking operation at 76 East Pleasant Street (PID 25026626)” 
 

 adding “Section 7.2.4  Special Requirement - Existing trucking operation at 76 East 
Pleasant Street (PID 25026626) 
 
• Any ground surface not covered by vegetation to be treated so as to be dust free; 
• No storage of aggregate (sand or gravel) be permitted on the property; 
• The storage of petroleum products on the site be in compliance with any and all 

relevant provincial regulations. 
 
 For the purposes of this section the existing trucking operation includes: the 

parking, storage and maintenance of up to four commercial motor vehicles; the 
parking, storage and maintenance of up to 4 additional passenger vehicles 
associated with the business; the operation of an office within the existing single 
detached dwelling on the property used to coordinate the day to day operation of 
the business as well as usual bookkeeping and business functions; the storage 
of various hand tools and maintenance equipment; the use of the existing garage 
on the property for the trucking business; up to six persons employed on the site. 
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3.3 Second Reading – 3 Robie Street Rezoning
 

Moved by Councillor Ed Chitty seconded by Councillor Terry Rhindress that 
Council give Second Reading to By-Law P-2-2, a by-law to amend the Land Use 
By-Law which will apply the Institutional zone to property located at 3 Robie Street 
(PID’s 25029471, 25005489 and 25029505). 

MOTION CARRIED 
Town of Amherst 
Bylaw to amend the Land Use By-Law P-2 
P-2– 2 

 
1. This is a by-law to amend the Land Use By-Law of the Town of Amherst with respect to  

the matter of the application of the Institutional zone to the property located at 3 Robie 
Street and identified by PIDs 25029471, 25005489, 25029505 

 
2. In the Land Use By-Law, Schedule A (the Zoning Map) is hereby amended by applying  

the Institutional Zone to the property located at 3 Robie street and identified by PID’s 
25029471, 25005489, 25029505 

 
 

3.4 Request for Funding: Money’s Worth Liquidators – Slow-Pitch Nationals 
 

Moved by Councillor George Baker, seconded by Councillor Dale Fawthrop that 
Council provide funding assistance to Money’s Worth Liquidators Slow Pitch 
Team in the amount of $500, to attend the Canadian National Slow-Pitch 
Tournament being held in Moncton from August 4 to 7, 2006. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
3.5 Request for Funding:  Canada Senior Games 

 
Moved by Councillor Robert Angel seconded by Councillor Ed Chitty that Council 
provide funding assistance in the amount of $220 to each of the Amherst 
residents participating as members of Team Nova Scotia at the Canada Senior 
Games being held in Portage La Prairie, Manitoba commencing August 28.  
 

MOTION CARRIED 
3.6 Request for Funding – Bike for Bone Marrow 

 
Moved by Councillor Rhindress, seconded by Deputy Mayor David March that 
Council deny the request to provide financial funding to the Bike for Bone Marrow 
event, but that staff be directed to provide some marketing support for the event 
through the distribution of pins and possibly some advertising assistance. 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
3.7 Change in Replacement of 1996 Crew Cab 

 
Moved by Dale Fawthrop, seconded by Robert Angel that the Capital Budget for 
2006/07, which included a provision for the purchase of a new crew cab truck for 
the recreation facilities crew, be amended to permit the purchase of two smaller 
trucks for the same cost.  

MOTION CARRIED 
 
3.9 First Reading – Transient Automobile Vendors By-Law
 

Moved by Deputy Mayor David March, seconded by Councillor Dale Fawthrop to 
approve first reading of the proposed Transient Automobile Vendors By-Law. 
 
Moved by Councillor Chitty, seconded by Councillor Baker to amend the Transient 
Automobile Vendors by-law at paragraph 5.1 by striking the words “one year from 
issuance of the said License” and adding the words “the days as specified on the 
said license” and by amending paragraph  6.1 such that it reads “The fee for the 
license shall be $2000 per day.”  (The intent of this amendment is to change the 
amount of permit fees from $20,000 per year to $2,000 per day.) 

MOTION CARRIED              
 

ORIGINAL MOTION CARRIED AS AMENDED 
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3.9 Organizational Chart Change – Water/Sewer Billing Clerk
 

Moved by Councillor Chitty, seconded by Councillor George Baker  that Council 
create and add to the organizational chart the position of Water/Sewer Billing 
Clerk. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
3.10 CN Sewer Line Crossing Agreement
 

Whereas Part of the North Town Collector project involves the construction of a 
sewer force main under the CN main line just south of the LaPlance River; and 
 
Whereas, to secure an easement from CN, we must acknowledge their standard 
terms and conditions as well as sign their standard pipe agreement; 

 
It was moved by Councillor George Baker, seconded Councillor Dale Fawthrop  
that Council authorize the Mayor and CAO to sign the agreement. 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

The Standard Pipe Agreement is attached to these minutes as Appendix A. 
 
3.11 Water:  Operating & Capital Budgets 
 
 a) Capital Budget 2006/2007
 

Moved by Councillor Robert Angel, seconded by Councillor Ed Chitty to 
approve the following Water Capital Budget in the amount of $367,000 
 
REPLACE 1999 CHEV 1 TON TRUCK  $31,000.00 
METER REPLACEMENT  $20,000.00 
McCULLY BOOSTER STATION ROOF AND INSULATION  $12,000.00 
CHLORINE ANALYSERS for 2 RESERVOIRS AND WELL #1  $33,000.00 
SCADA SYSTEM UPGRADE  $30,000.00 
WELLFIELD LAND ACQUISITION  $20,000.00 
 
REPLACE 4"CAST WATERMAINS ON :   
CROFT>>ALBION TO SPRING  $101,000.00 
RAMBLER  $70,000.00 
ERNCLIFFE  $50,000.00 

  $367,000.00 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

 b) Operating Budget 2006/2007 
 
Whereas the operating budget for the water utility was deferred in 
anticipation of the approved rate schedule from the UARB; and 
 
Whereas the UARB has approved the following rates effective July 1, 2006: 
 

Unmetered per quarter   $49.78 
Base charge per quarter ¾” meter  $40.25 
Consumption rate per cubic meter             .24 

 
And whereas revenues are projected to rise 12.8% as a result of these new 
rates; 
 
It was moved by Councillor Angel, seconded by Deputy Mayor March that 
Council approve the 2006/2007 Operating Budget of the Amherst Water 
Utility as submitted, with total revenues projected to be $1,476,540 and 
total expenditures  projected to be $1,416,200. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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3.12 Tender Recommendations
 
 a) Boom Flail Mower for Trackless
 

Moved by Councillor Terry Rhindress, seconded by Councillor George 
Baker that Council accept the low tender from Joe Johnson Equipment in 
the amount of $21,300 plus taxes for the purchase of a boom flail mower. 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 b) Two Used Trucks 
 
Moved by Councillor Dale Fawthrop, seconded by Councillor Ed Chitty that 
Council accept the bid from Bordertown Pontiac Buik GMC Ltd for a new 
2006 GMC Sierra 1500 for the price of $19,800 plus taxes and a 2003 Ford 
F150 from D. R. Polley Used Cars Limited in the amount of $11,450 plus 
taxes with funding to come from the approved capital budget for 2006/2007.   

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 c) Capital Paving 
 

Moved by Deputy Mayor David March, seconded by Councillor Terry 
Rhindress that Council award the tender for 2006/2007Capital Paving to   
Cumberland Paving and Contracting for their bid of $381,466.50 HST 
Included. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

 d) Street Reconstruction 
 

Moved by Councillor Ed Chitty, seconded by Councillor George Baker that 
Council award the tender for 2006/2007 Street Reconstruction Costin 
Paving and Contracting for their bid of  $414,561.57 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 e) Robert Angus Drive Sidewalk
 

Moved by Councillor Robert Angel, seconded by Councillor Ed Chitty that 
Council accept the low bid from Costin Paving and Contracting in the 
amount of $141,100.08 HST included for the Robert Angus Drive Sidewalk. 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

3.13 Stadium Renovation Project 
 
 a) Ratification of Change Orders
 

Moved by Councillor Terry Rhindress, seconded by Deputy Mayor David 
March that Council ratify and approve the Change Orders #2, 3 and 4 with a 
total cost of $27,520. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 b) Cabinets

Councillor Baker excused himself from Chambers, as he may be in a conflict as 
President of the Amherst Jr. Ramblers Hockey Club. 
 
Moved by Councillor Dale Fawthrop, seconded by  Councillor Chitty that 
Council authorize the construction of new cabinets at the cost of $10,000 
and that the cost of this work be addressed in the contract with the 
Ramblers. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 c) Painting Bleachers
 

Moved by Deputy Mayor David March, seconded by Councillor Robert 
Angel that Council authorize the repainting of the Stadium seating area by 
Student Works Painting in the amount of $17,300 plus taxes. 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
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3.14 Pre-Approval – Fall Debenture Issue for Capital
 

The following Resolution was moved by Councillor Ed Chitty and seconded by 
Deputy Mayor David March: 
 
Resolution for Pre-Approval of Debenture Issuance Subject to Interest Rate 

 
$1,710,463                  July 19, 2006 

 
 WHEREAS Section 91 of the Municipal Government Act provides that a municipality is 
authorized to borrow money, subject to the approval of the Minister of Service Nova Scotia & 
Municipal Relations; and 
 
 WHEREAS the resolution of Council to borrow to expend funds for the capital purposes of:  

  GENERAL       Capital Paving including Robert Angus Drive Sidewalk 
Transportation Equipment                                                   
Recreation Vehicle      
Fire Truck    

   
SEWER             Sewer Main Replacements    

                           North Town Collector -Sewer Treatment Plant   
 

WATER                       Water Main Replacements   
 

 WHEREAS Clause 91 (1)(B) OF THE Municipal Government Act authorizes the Council 
to determine the amount and term of, and the rate of interest, on each debenture, when the 
interest on a debenture is to be paid, and where the principal and interest on a debenture are to 
be paid; and 
 
 WHEREAS Clause 91 (2) of the Municipal Government Act states, that in accordance 
with the Municipal Finance Corporation Act, the mayor and clerk or the person designated by the 
Council, by policy, shall sell and deliver the debentures on behalf of the municipality at the price, 
in the sums and in the manner deemed proper; 
   
 BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT  under the authority of Section 91 of the 
Municipal Government Act, the  TOWN OF AMHERST borrow by the issue and sale of 
debentures a sum or sums not exceeding ONE MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED AND TEN 
THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE DOLLARS  ($1,710,463), for a period not to 
exceed ten (10) years for equipment and vehicles and  (15) years for paving, sewer/water main 
replacements and (20) years for sewer treatment plant, subject to the approval of the Minister of 
Service Nova Scotia & Municipal Relations; 
 
 THAT the sum be borrowed by the issue and sale of debentures of the Town of Amherst 
in the amount that the mayor and clerk or the person designated by the Council deems proper, 
provided the average interest rate of the debenture does not exceed the rate of 6.50%; 

 
 THAT the debenture be arranged with the Nova Scotia Municipal Finance Corporation 
with interest to be paid semi-annually and principal payments made annually; 
 
 THAT this resolution remains in force for a period not exceeding twelve months from the 
passing of this resolution. 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
3.15 Golf Tournament – Doolys Giving Hope to Breast Cancer
 

Moved by Councillor George Baker, seconded by Councillor Rhindress that the 
Town of Amherst provide a $100 sponsorship to the Dooly’s Giving Hope to 
Breast Cancer Golf Tournament, and provide a prize package to include four golf 
shirts and hats. 

MOTION CARRIED 
  

3.16 C-Vision Letter to Peter MacKay 
 

Moved by Councillor Robert Angel, seconded by Councillor Fawthrop that Council 
authorize a letter to be written to Minister Peter MacKay on behalf of C-Vision, 
requesting that Mr. MacKay provide whatever assistance he can to Mr. Cartmill 
and his company in competing for contracts in the space agency hardware 
business. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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3.17 Former Amherst Aerospace Property 

 
Over the past number of months we have been meeting and corresponding with 
representatives of Public Works Government Services Canada to explore the possibility 
of the Town of Amherst purchasing the former Amherst Aerospace Property. 
 
While this activity has been considered on a very professional basis, and we appreciate 
the information provided by and the efforts of the folks at Public Works Government 
Services Canada, we have not been able to obtain all of the information that we feel is 
necessary to appropriately assess the risks in purchasing the property. 
 
As a result, staff have advised that they are in a position of being unable to provide solid 
information on potential risks to Council to facilitate an informed decision regarding the 
potential purchase.   
 
Moved by Councillor Ed Chitty, seconded by Deputy Mayor David March that 
Council direct staff to advise Public Works Government Services Canada that the 
Town of Amherst is unable to continue negotiations for the purchase of the 
Amherst Aerospace property, as recommended by Administration.   
 

MOTION CARRIED 
3.18 Vandalism Concerns 

 
Councillor Chitty stated that he has been hearing numerous reports from citizens about 
the increasing incidents of vandalism, loitering and graffiti around town, and that he had  
spoken to Chief of Police about them.  He assured everyone that the Police Department  
shares these concerns and its members are working to reduce these incidents.  A crime 
prevention committee that has been dormant for the past number of years is being 
reactivated, and the Department would like to have interested people -  concerned 
citizens, youth,  business owners, etc -  contact the police chief advising that they would 
like to be a part of that committee.  Councillor Terry Rhindress reminded the public of the 
importance of reporting incidents of vandalism and bullying immediately to the police.  
Concerning loitering, police have started to move people along and issue warnings, and 
keep records of repeat offenders in attempts to reduce loitering in the downtown area. 
Councillor Robert Angel advised that this would be placed on the agenda for the next 
ABPC agenda.  Council shares concerns of the citizens in these issues. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
On motion by Councillor Angel the meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM. 

  
APPROVED: 

 
 
 
 

……………………………………………    ……………………………………… 
Gregory D. Herrett,         Jerry Hallee 
Chief Administrative Officer       Mayor 










