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RE: Amherst making skatepark more user-friendly with sun shelter, fountain

AMHERST, Nova Scotia — The Town of Amherst has made the Amherst Lions
Skatepark more user-friendly by installing a sun shelter and an outdoor drinking fountain
at the outdoor recreational facility.

“Council is always seeking
ways to improve our
facilities and this
improvement was
suggested to council by the
users of the skatepark,”
Mayor David Kogon said.

“Council believes their
suggested improvements
will make the skatepark an
even better place for our
citizens to be physically
active, which will help us in
our effort to be among the

most actl_v_e, healthy A NEW SUN SHELTER IS NO IN PLACE AT THE AMHERST LIONS SKATEPARK. IT
comr.nu”nltles in Nova ENHANCES THE PARK BY GIVING SKATERS A PLACE TO GET OUT OF THE SUN FOR A BIT
Scotia. WHILE USING THE PARK. (TOM McCOAG / TOWN OF AMHERST)
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Since its inception 11 years ago, thanks to the assistance of the Amherst L|ons CIub
the skatepark, located next to ~
the Amherst Stadium on Church
Street, has been a busy spot
during the warmer months.
However, there was no place for
participants to get out of the sun
on hot summer days or get a
drink of water.

“This project fixes that,” the
mayor said. “It will provide an
area where the users of the park
can be protected from the sun’s
harmful ultraviolet rays and the
drinking fountain will provide the

means for th(? US‘_er_S to Stay JAYLEN DEVINE, 10, FILLS UP A WATER BOTTLE AT THE NEW FOUNTAIN NEXT TO THE

hydrated, which is important LIONS SKATE PARK ON CHURCH STREET. HIS FATHER, JAMIE GALLANT, SAID THE

when you are physically active. FOUNTAIN AND SUN SHELTER WILL BE WELCOMED BY THE USERS OF THE PARK. (TOM
McCOAG / TOWN OF AMHERST)

“‘And we want to encourage our
citizens to be physically active as that means a healthier community.”

The 10-foot-by-10-foot sun shelter has been constructed on a 14-foot-by-14-foot
concrete pad. A bench, where skaters can rest out of the sun, has been installed under
it. All of the work on the shelter and fountain was carried out by the town’s Public Works
staff.

The project cost about $10,000 and is being funded through the town’s general
operating budget.
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Direct enquiries to:

Tom McCoag,

Corporate Communications Officer
902-694-6265
tmccoag@ambherst.ca
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