
 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          MR# 2022003 

DATE: 26 January 2022 

RE: Town of Amherst, local Lions club sign MOU 

AMHERST, Nova Scotia – A partnership that has benefited the citizens of Amherst had 
its life extended when the Town of Amherst and the Amherst Lions Club signed a 
memorandum of understanding on Jan. 24, 2022, for the continued development and 
operation of the Amherst Lions Park. 
 
“We are very excited that 
our partnership with the 
Amherst Lions Club will 
continue,” Mayor David 
Kogon said, as he signed 
the memorandum on 
behalf of the town. 
 
“Their contributions 
toward developing the 
park have been 
outstanding. They have 
impacted the health of 
people of all ages in our 
town, from young children 
to senior citizens, by 
helping to improve the 
recreational opportunities 
available to our citizens. 
They have truly worked 
with us to help make 
Amherst a great place to live, work and play.” 
 
King Lion Phil Baxter, who signed on behalf of the club, echoed those comments. 

AMHERST LION CLUB MEMBERS RUBIN MILLARD AND ROBERT SMALL WITNESS KING 

LION PHIL BAXTER AND AMHERST MAYOR DAVID KOGON SIGN A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING THAT EXTENDS A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE TOWN AND CLUB ON 

THE DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF THE LIONS PARK. (TOM MCCOAG / TOWN OF 

AMHERST) 



 

 
 

 
“We are excited to continue our partnership with the Town of Amherst,” Baxter said. 
“The new memorandum was important to us because it defines the roles of both parties 
into the future and will ensure the stability of the park. 
 
“We have been happy to work with the town to improve the recreational opportunities for 
the citizens of Amherst and are happy to know the park will continue to play a major role 
within the town’s park system.” 
 
The new, renewable, 10-year memorandum replaces a five-year agreement that 
detailed the development of the park on the lands that for decades was the site of the 
former West Highlands Elementary School and is now the property of the Amherst Lions 
Club. 
 
During the initial phase the club invested about $1 million installing playground 
equipment, a splash pad, washrooms, a basketball court, picnic tables, covered picnic 
areas and benches. 
 
The town installed a tennis court and took over the day-to-day maintenance of the park. 
 
The new agreement ensures the Lions Park will continue to be integrated into the 
town’s recreation plan in order to achieve its maximum usage. The town will maintain 
the park to the same standards as all other properties within its park system, including 
the green space, cleaning of the washrooms as well as maintenance of the trails, tennis 
court, splash pad and other facilities within the park. 
 
The Lions Club will be responsible for all costs associated with replacing broken 
equipment. 
 
It also outlines the communication process that must be followed for any proposed 
upgrades, changes or capital projects that take place at the park. 
 
The club is planning to add more picnic tables and replace the fence located near the 
playground this summer. 
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Direct enquiries to: 
Tom McCoag, 
Corporate Communications Officer 
902-694-6265 
tmccoag@amherst.ca 
 


